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Description of a new species dfleteroscorpionBirula, 1903
(Scorpiones, Heteoscorpionidae) fom the Montagne des Francais
in extreme northern Madagascar
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Abstract

The endend Malagasy gemsiHeteroscompionBirula, 1903 of the family Heteroscorjfpnidae was
monotypic for a centuy with H. opisthacanthoides(Kraepelin, 1896). Extensive faklsurveys
conductedover the lastl5 years inthe differentbioclimatic regions of Madagascahavereailted in
the collecton of numerous scaions, including specimas bebnging to thegenusHeter oscor pion
Thes collections ledto the description of three new specid$. goodmani Lourenco, 1996H.
magnusLouren® & Goadman 2002, and H. raselimananaLourenco& Goodman, D04. In this
pape another species meto science is described frothe extreme northfothe islam ard is
presumed to be locgll endemé. With this taxon, the numbeof speciesin the genus
Heteroscorpionis now five, and itsdistribution covers numerous zones the island, including
humid and dry forests. Aspects of the geographic distribution and ecology offeénerdispecies
are also commented upon.
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Introduction

At theend of the 19-century and the lginning of the 20"-century, the Mabgasy sarpion
fauna was omposed of tvo families the Buthdae C L. Koch, 1837 and the Scorpinidae
Latreille, B02. This latterfamily wasrepresentedbthe subfamily Ischarinae Simon,
1879, withtwo genera:OpisthacanthusPeters 1861 ard HeterosoorpionBirula, 1903.
The gawus Heteroscompionremainel monotypic for the nex centuy, represent by H.
opisthacanthoidegKraepelin 186), known from thenorthwes portion of treisland, until
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