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A new species oPtychognathusStimpson, 1858
(Crustacea: Decapoda: BrachyuraVarunidae) from
the Ryukyu Islands, southwestern Japan
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Abstract

A new varunid crapPtyctognathus insolitus, is describd from Izera Island the Ryukyu Islands,
southwestm JapanThis new species is unique among congeinehavingavery broad ceapace,
long and slende amhulatory legs, ad sbut male frst gonopods. Altrough thesecharacters are
diagnostic tdOrcovitaNg & Tomascik, 994, the new pecies belogs b Ptychagnathus Stimpson,
1858 basé on the lack of a distinct frontal median triangle on the carapace astdtt dactyliof
the fifth pereopods.
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Introduction

The getis Ptychognatha Stimpson, 1858 ontains abat 20 species from thimdo-West
Pacific region (Tesch 198, Sakai1976, Takedal984, Cai& Ng 20Ql). The crabsare
known to usuall inhabit urder stons or intergacesof pelbles abng mauths of rivers or
in seashorginfluencedby flows of fresh wate. As pointedout by Komaiet al. (2004), the
taxonomy ofPtychognaths is still in need of casiderably stug. Ten species were
recoded from the Ryukyu lIslards, sauthwesten Japa&, by Nakasoe & Irei (2003) P.
affinis de Man 1895, P. altimanus(Rathbun, 1914b)P. barbatus (A. Milne-Edwards,
1873),P. capillidigitatus Takeda, 1984R. glaber Stimpson, 1858P. hadijyonensisSakai,
1955 P. ishii Sakai, 1939 P. johamae Rathbun, 1914&R. pusillus Heller, 1865, andP.
takahashiiSakai,1939. There are still dur undescribd species from Okinawa Island in
the Ryukyus (Nakasone & IreR003).
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