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Symphytognathidae (Araneae), a spider family newlyecorded
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Abstract

The family Symphytognathidae is reported fra@hina forthe fird time. A new species of the
genus AnapistulaGertsch, 1941, namethapigula appendix sp. nov., isdeseibed ard figured The
spider was recordkin a cave in Hainan, the secondglest island in southern China.
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Introduction

The family mphytognathidaericludes tity (usualy smaller tha 1 mm inbody length),
lungless orb or sheet-welbuilding spiders, ad can be separated from other spidsrthe
following combinaton of chaacteas: the chéicerae are more oless fused, the female
pedipalp is either uced b an wi-segmented lobeor absent, the l@um is mud wider
than bng, and the stetm is broadly truncate wsteriorly (Forster & Platick 1977).

The family is widespred in thetropics of the sothem hemigphere butdue to their
minute size the are rarely ollected (Saarisb 199). At present eme 6genen ard 42
species are recged worbiwide (Platnick2006).

On one expedition to Hainan Provieavith theobjective of collectig cave fama from
14 March to 2 April of 2005 an interestig female pider was collectg. On thebasisof
characteristics of the eyes chelicerae ard female genitalia, the spider was reognized es a
new gecies of he genushnapistulaGertsch1941, in the family Symphytognathidae. It is
the first time tle family Symphytognatidae is reprted from China, aml is the third
reported species of this ges in Asa(Harvey 1998; Ono 20).
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