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Abstract

Canaiiella giusti sp. nov. is described axd morphological data fa C. pontelirae Hutterer, 1994,
previousy believed extinctare addedC. giustii differs from all the other know species of the
genus mainl by the broadened pex; with alaterd-proximal epiphdhlr opering ard the extension
of the twoepiphdlar foldsin the peniaktavity withoutmergingin a pemal papilla Both species are
endemic toTeno massif(Tenerik Island).

The range of the living population &f. pontelirae is very small,only of abaut 0.4 km?, and
tourism has significant #ect over the entire area. ThuS. pontelirae is seriously threatened.is
recommendedhat the specibe classified as “Criticallfendangered”, thait be included in the
Habitats Directive Annell and IV of the Europea Union, aml to increase the ledgrotection
level ofits rdic distributionarea tahe categoryf "Site of Scientific Interes. Nine other endemic
land snail species aldive a that site (among then€. giustii) ard they would benéit from this
new level ¢ protecton.
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Introduction

The Canary Idands like other oceanic archipelags, area natura laboratory for studes
directad towards understading the origins of diersity (Emersn 2002; Emerson & Kolm
2005), mainly utilishg ecies-rid groups of arthropd and terrestrialgastopod The
Canarian land snails are also of interestQoatenary gechronological stdies because
of the ecellent conservatio of the shells, which are uncontaraied &ad therefore
particularly useful for amino-acid racemizatiorgenerization dating (Ortizet d. 2006).

Many groups of plants and invertebrates show high levels of endemism, having
diversified throghout theCanary Islands to produce a series of species-rich geneha, s
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