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Abstract

A new ascidian species was discovered during a study of the ecology of asdfithrsRed Sea
coast of Israel. This speciesshiazeen provisionally assigned to the gemotryllus as complete
details of its life cycle are not availaltb confirmBotrylloides asa junior synonym. The species
dispgays characteristics of Botryllingdn which growth is associated with active replicatiof
zooids. The species gistinguished by the opaque pale méantation & the coloniesthe zooid
arrangement in regular doublews conveging to common cloatapenings at thtop of low
lobes,the large number of stigmata rows, and ovaryela to the testesWe name the new species
Botryllus eilatens, after the collectingite, the coral reef of Eilat.
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Introduction

The coralreefs of the northern Gulf of Aga (Eilat) are noted dr their extraordinarily
high biodiversity (Loya 1972). Although situated at tb northernmosboundaries of coral
reef distributon, these reefs are among the most spectacular and dinetse worll and
include many ademic species (@en 1993). Howeve whereas corals, mollusksdifish,
havebeen studied extensivel, the ascidian fauneemainspoorly known. The most recg
list of ascidim speciesfrom Eilat (Pérés 19 contains only 19 species. This lists
certainly incomplete onsiderng the numbe of ascidian species reportein the past from
the Red Sea (Miaelsen 128, 120ab). In the presat paper wedescrite the mophology
and distrilution of a new species of thgenusBotryllus from the caal reefsof Eilat. This
genus has a wide distribati ard is a @mman fouling arganism n estuaries anchallow
water (Kott, 1985). The two known genera ire thubfamily Botryllinae, Botryllus

Accepted byP. Mather: 9 Jun 2006; published: 10 Jul. 2006 11



