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Abstr act

Increased phylogenetic resolution of the basal lineages dfigalfiiders will help us understand
their ealy evolution and providbetter outgroupfor phylogenetic studs within the major clades.
We gathered sequences of nuclaad mitochondrial gene regio(28S, 18S, Histom3, 16S-ND1,
COJ) and usd them to remnstuct salticd phylogeny by parsinony, likelihood and Bayesian
methads. Our reaults canfir m that lapsines and hisponines ae anong the basal salticids, i.eutside
the major clade Salticoida. The lapsiines are resolved as sister group to trengsarfde precise
placement of hisponines is unalghut they mg represent a deep-branchitigeage independent
from the spartaeines.
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Introduction

Morphological and molecular data have begureslve the basal phylogenetic structure
of salticid spidersWanless1980Q 1982, 1984Rodrigo & Jackson1992, Maddison, 1988,
1996, Wijesinghe 1992, 1997, Maddison & Hedir2003). One of the best corroborated
cladess the Salticoida (Maddisaofs Hedin, 2003), withinwhich falls the vast majorityof
salticids abait 95% of the approximatgl 5000 described speciesPlatnick, 2006).
Excludad from the Salticoila are thre much smalle groups: tke lyssomanines, the
sparteines, and theCocalodesgroup Six extant Ot World and 2 Newworld genera are
placed n the Lyssomaninae Vanless, 198, Logunov, 2004); 15 generg entirely fran the
Old World, are placed in thefartaehae {Nanless, 384, Wijesinghe, 1992, Zabka &
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