Zootaxa 1247: 59-68 (206) ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.cormootaxal ZO OTAXA

Copyright © 2006 Magnolia Press ISSN1175-5334 (online edition)

A new species o€Cyrtodactylus(Lacertilia: Gekkonidae) from
Papua New Guinea

FRED KRAUS & ALLEN ALLISON
BishopMuseum, 1525 Berce &., Honoluly Hawaii, USA.

Abstract

We degribe a new geckdCyrtodadylus murua from Woodlark Island, ff the southeastern tip of
Papua NewGuinea. The new speciedfdrs from al Papuan congeners ext€p louisiadasis (de

Vis) and C. aaroni Glnther & Résler in having a single row of endged subcaudal scales. Fr@n
louisiadensis the new species is easily distinguished by its color pattern and by having fewer rows
of enlaged dorsal tubercles; fro C. aaoni by its lager size anfewer dak dorsdabandsThe new
species is almost certainhgstrictedto Woodlark Islandand represents the first endemic reptile
descibedfrom that island.
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Introduction

Woodlak Island is one of he more remote islals of of southeaster New QGuinea,
consisting lagely of exposé limestore with a few hills (maximum elevatior02 m) in the
south comprised of metamorphic rocks. It arose in close proximity to Misima Island to the
south buthas been pusldo thenorth during thepast 5-10 millim years by le rifting of
the Woodlark Basin (Kroenke 984, 19%). It hasnever ber connectedd mainland New
Guinea. In tle course of conducting biodiversity surveys in Papua New Guinea we visited
this island and obtainkthere two lizards ahtwo frogs new to scie. One of the lizards
has alreadybeen described (Kras 2005). We tke this oportunity to describe the sead,
a gecko of the genudyrtodactyls.

This gerus represents a diverBneageof more tha 80 species of moderate- tade-
sized lizards distrilited in Southeast AsidNew Guinea, western Metesia, ad northern
Australia (Bauer ad Henle 194; Kluge 20@), with many new species Viag been
describal in the past sgeral years (Rsler 2001; Bauer 202, 2003; Baueret al. 2002,
2003; Gunther & Rosler 2003; Pauwelsal. 2004). Ten species (Brown & Parker 137
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