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A review of the American species ofenelmisHinton
(Coleoptera: Elmidae), with a new speciesdm Argentina

VERONICA MANZO
Faculty d Natural SeencesNational University ofTucuman Miguel Lillo 205 (4000) Tucuman, Agentina

Abstract

The genusXenelmis Hinton is taxonomically reviewedA new species of file beetle from
Argenting Xenelmis uruzuwsis sp. nov. is described adhillustrated from adu#t of both sexes and
the larva. Ten additional species dfenelmisare treatedX. sandersonBrown, X. bufo(Sharp).X.
rufipesDeléve X. leechiPekins & Steine, X. marcapata Perkins& Steing, X. tarsalisHinton, X.
teresHinton, X. awax Hinton, X. comis Hinton andX. lauraBrown. Mak genitalia of eals species
are illustrated, some of threfor the first time. Distributional recordsliagnoses and a key to
distinguish the species ofenelmisare included.
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Introduction

The elmid fauna of Sgh Americais poorly studied and only a few of tke South American
genera are clearly definedh dddition to this, no cladisti@analysest a generic leveiave
everbeen performed. Theis only apreliminary phylogenett analysis presged by Costa
et al (1999) on ByrhoideasensuLawrence and Newton (19P&here the family Elmidae,
as curratly defined, appears as pahgletic. The family comprises two subfamilies,
Larainae and Elminae; thergs XenelmisHinton, belorgs to e subfamily Elminae.
Xenelms includes minute ffle beetles ranging from southern NorAmerica to
northern Argentina. With the species described here there are currently 13 species
recognized n the geus Hinton (193%) erectedXenelmis for Elmis hufo describe by
Sharp (182) from PanamaHinton (1940) redescribel Xenelms, diagnosedX. tarsdis
and included two species origially describedoy Grouvelk (1889) in EImis X. granata
and X. miaos both from Brazil. A fewyears later Hinton (1946) described 3 new species,
X. teres from Brazil, X. auda from Brazil and Agentinaand X. coms from Paraguay,
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