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On therotifer fauna of Disko Island, Greenland, with notes on
selected species ®m a stagnant feshwater lake
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Abstract

The rotife fauna in Moraine Lake obDisko Island was investigated. 8dedes were ideiified, of
which 22are new fo Disko Island and three are new toe@nland. The netfindings are presented
in a speciedist thatsummarize all records of rotifers fnm Disko Island including several previ-
ously unpublished records. fleermore, notes are given on therptmlogy d some selected spe-
cies, ircluding Eothinia elongata, Mikrocodides chlaemand Resticula nysa.
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Introduction

Disko Island, located at latitude 70N on the westcoast of Greenlanaffers an excellet
opporunity for the study of Arctic Rotifera. A great diversig of marine, brakish- and
freshwatemhabitats a& present withina relativey small area, whit provides easaccess
to numenpous diferent sampling localitieS’hegeologically young cretaceous landscape on
the eascoast is dominateby marine sediments vhitwell-sorted gartz send, which pro-
vides an optimal environmentdr the marine interstitial rotifer fana (seeSgrensen 199).
Marine periplytic rotifers can bedund arand mostof the island and especially in the
inlets along e coastline west oGodhaw/Qegertarsuagq androthe ®uth shore in the
mouth of Disko Fjord, where dese vegetation of dierent littoral macroalgae such as
Chordaria flagelliformis, Devaleraea amentaca, Fucus evanescesandPilayella littora-

lis occu. In thes protectal inlets the algae dgefrozen into tle strong icefoot during
November and Decembeawhich later n the witer protect themfrom damae by the sea
ice. Brackish water rotifers nde collectd inthe numerous rock pts andponds near the
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