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Abstract

Patterns of interspecific aridtraspecific variatiorwere investigated on samples of postembryos,
juveniles andadults of tle two species fothe osteoglossigenusOsteoglosum (O. bicirrhosum
ard O. fereirai). Twenty-two morphometci charactes were analyzed, utilizingprincipal
component analysis (PCA) that discriminate ontogenetic classes and between Speziesults
showed diferences inboth categories. Morphonmit chaackrs related to dsal and anal fin
lengths proved to béhe mos importart in taxonomic recognition. Thcomparison of growth
trajectories for these characters showed growth dfset fa O. bicirrhosum overlapswith growth
onset br O. ferreirai, which ma be indicative 6a peramorphic morphology in the lattpecies.

Key words: Osteoglosum, PCA, norphometrics, atogeny, heteochrony, taxonomy

Introduction

The osteoglossomorph gen®steglosaum contains two nominal specieshd silver
arowam, O. bicirthosumCuvie, 1829 and the black aswang O. fereirai Kanazawa,
1966, The gens is easiy recoqized by general osteoglossifeatures such as:body
coveral with very large scales; mouth wédand oblique, with lower jaw prominent and
terminal; two barbels ahé extremiy of the lower jaw; ad dorsaland anal finsaalmost
fused wih the caudhafin (Figure 13 1b). Bothspecies are imgtant in the fisheries
industry, partialarly O. bicirrhosum, as well as th home aquarium market (Ferraris,
2003), and are protected by Brazilikederal Laws Osteoglossum biaihosun hasa
widespred distribution occurring in te Amazm and western Omoco river bashs, and
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