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Himantura hortlei n. sp., a new species of whipray
(Myliobatiformes: Dasyatidae) from Irian Jaya, Indonesia
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Abstract

The IndeMalay region, which is represented by at least 17 whiprays of the biémastura has

the richest dasyatifhura of anyregion Himantura hortlei n. sp. is described based on specimens
from coastalmarine and estuarine habitats in the Arafura Sédrian Jay (southwestern New
Guinea) The mature mke holotype was caughih the estuary othe Minajerwi Rver. It is a
moderately lege ray that reaches at least 0.7 m disc width and 2.4 m total length. This species can
be distinguishedrdbm most d its congeners by thcombinatia of a relativey narow, heartshaped

disc withavery long angular snout, sesmall eyes, a neprotrusible mouth, no deep circumoral
grooves, lege and more slowlydevelopig denticles,a less well-developed lateral prepelvic
processa yellowish ventral surface when fresh, dentglgresen along the upperanterior snout
margin, and a denticle band endiwell forward d the eyes in adults.
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Introduction

The Indo-Malay Archipelag has theriched dagyatid fauna of apmajor faunaregion. At
leastl7 menbers of the genudimantura, known aswhiprays, ocar along the ontinental
shelves off Indoresia. A new whipray, bebnging tothe ‘uarnacoides’ sped&omplex
(Manjaji, 2004) was discoveredfdhe southern coast &rian Jaya (western New Guinea)
on thebasis of a potograph sat to one of the authors (i.e. Kalla) by Mr Kent Hortle, a
biologicd consultant workig at the Freepormhine, neaffimika. At our request, M Hortle
collected 6 freshpecimens over a periagf 4 years begining in 1997 from the estuaries
of the Mingjerwi (4°56'S, 1373'E) and Ajkwa rivers (458'S, 13650’E). He kindly set
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