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Chirostylidae and Galatheidae (Crustacea: Decapoda: Anomura)
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Abstract

The distribution patterns of the species of the family Chirostylidae and Galathell#ected under
the Revizee Progma (Living Resources inthe Exclusive EconomiZone) off tke Brazilian

southern coastra analyzedThe study area extendedrom the Cape Sé& Tomé (Rio de Janeiro;
22°00'S) south to Chui (Rio Grade b Sul; 34°30'S). The collections were nda duing several
cruises & N.Oc. “Prd. W. Besnard"between December 19%nd April 1998 over the sHeand

slope (60-808 m) One gecies of he genusAgononida, seven species of édlgenusMunida, one

species oMunidopsisand one bUroptychuswerecollected.
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Introduction

The Exclusive Ecanomic Zone (ZERis a recehconceptof maritime terriory introduced
by theUnited Nations Convention difie Law ofthe Sea (UNCLOS)The ZEE granteal to
ead coastal ountry the right of exclusig sustainable usef the marine resources within
the 200 nautical mile economic zone.

Following the recommendation of UNCLOS, P94 the Brazilian governme
establishd the nationd Revizee Program (Livigp Resurces in the Exclusive Economic
Zone). This programhad several specific objectivesto be accomplishd within 10 years.
These include the estimatin of the distribution, seasoal variation, aburdance and
potential sustainablgield of fishery stocks; obtaining generaformation on tre structure
and g/namics of the marine esystem that the living resources$abit; the evalbiation and
monitoring of the potential sustainable yidland prospectsfor future eploitation of

Acceptedby S. Ahgng: 1 May 2006; published: 21 Jun. 2006 1



