Zootaxa 1229: 1-32 (2006) ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.cormootaxal ZO OTAXA

Copyright © 2006 Magnolia Press ISSN1175-5334 (online edition)

A taxonomicrevision of the catshark genu®orodermaSmith, 1837
(Chondrichthyes: Carcharhiniformes: Scyliorhinidae)
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Abstract

This pape examines tle alpha level taconomy of the genusPorodermaSmith 1837 (Chondrich-
thyes: Scyliorhinidae)hich is endemicto SouthAfrica. A novel speiesidentification kg is pre-
sented folPoroderma, and a cormprehensive review of the taconomy (including type materiabnd
synonyms) and digbution of all taxa is presente@onoporodermaFowler, 1934 is show to be a
junior synonym of PorodermaSmith, 1837, P. marleyiFowler, 1934 is stown to be a jurdr syn-
onym of P. pantherirum, and a new colouiorm of P. pantherinumis described. Thiseview is the
first to dfer a camprehensive desciption of the colour vaiation exhbited by P. pantherinum The
genus Poroderna contains the contemporary taRaafricanum(Gmelin, 1789) and P. pantherinum
(Smith in Muller ard Henle, 1838).
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Introduction

In southern African weters there ae atotal of 17 syliorhinid speciesin nine generarang-
ing along the entirecoastlire of South Africa extendimg northwards to atleag Somalia in
the Indian Ocean, ad at leastiito southern Anglan waters in the Atlantic Ocean (Beet
al. 1975; Smith and Heemstra 1986; Compaehal. 1989; Compagno and Human 200
Human 203). Mary speciesof scyliorhinids in South Afria are @mmaon to abundant,
and suthem Africa has a unusually high percentage of gliorhinid endemics with a total
of two endemic geeraand B3 endemic species. The systemati€she sgliorhinids have
been revieweal in recen times by Springer (1979) and Compagro (1984b, 1988), with
South African treatments by Smith dnHeemstra (198), Bass et al (1975) and
Compagnoeet al (199), however tle total diversityof scyliorhinid sharks is stillunre-
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