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A new species oDendroseiusKarg from Iran
(Acari: Rhodacaridae), with a key to the known species
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Abstract

Dendroseius amoliensis. sp. collected from soil in northern Iran is described and illustrated. A
key is provided for the known speciesi¥ndroseius
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Introduction

Dendroseiusvas first recognized by Hirschmann as a distinct taxon (Lindquist, 1975) and
named later by Karg (1965) to accommodate the monotypic spBeerdrolaelaps
scotarius Sheals, 1958. This genus is mainly characterized by having seven rows of
hypognathal grooves, anterior row smooth, other six with deutosternal denticles and none
of them widened, movable chela with 3 teeth, and gonoporus is associated with coxa leg
IV (Karg, 1993, Lindquist, 1975). Lindquist (1975) suggested the inclusiol.of
badenhorsti(Ryke, 1962) as the second known specieDémdroseius Since then,
Wisniewski & Hirschmann, (1989, 1992) described two new species based on
deutonymph®. gujaratiandD. congoensifrom India and Africa respectively. Not much

is known about the bio-ecology of these mif@endroseiuseticulatus(=D. scotariug is

known from Europe and northern Africa and found in low numbers. It feeds on eggs and
small mobile stages of collembolans (Collembola: Hexapoda), and occurs in soils of
forests, grasslands and pastures (Karg, 199&)droseius badenhorstias collected from
manure in South Africa, deutonymphs Df gujarati from beetles in India and.
congoensidrom under bark of Sapeli tree imported to Poland from Africa. Herein, we
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