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Competing Taxonamies: Reexanination of the female-based
genera of Brachycistidinae (HymenopteraTiphiidae)

LYNN S. KIMSEY
Departmemn of Entomolog, Universty o Cdifornia, Davs 95616, USA.

Abstract

Analysis of the female-based gereof the tiphiid wasp subfamily Brachycistidinae revealed the
need o remove AstigmometopaMickel & Krombein from syronymy with Brachycistis and
synonymize it under Glyptaaos Mickel & Krombein synonymiz the genusQuemayaPate nder
Silbopogon Mickel & Krombein synonymizeBruesiellaMann and Aulaaos Mickel & Krombein
under BrachycistisFox, and synonymize Xeroglypta Mickel & Krombein under Glyptagos , In
addition shaed charactastics foundonly in Aglyptacos Mickel & Krombein andColocistis
Krombein demonstra the ned toand synonynze Aglyptacos under Colocistis Females Thiss
the first time tha females have been identifiefor two genera Colodstis and Silbopogon.
Previousy, females were onlgnownfor Brachycistigneither of the previousvo sentences make
seng in light of the rest of the ms — thfirst suggestither that ya are describig two female-
based genera and the second that there had, nmitj only been one-please clarify this],
Phylogenet analysis of the generigroupings baskupon 21 binay morphologicalcharaters
resulted inwo moderately supported cladégyyptaaos Colodstist Brachycistis, Glyptams,and
Silbopogon + Genus A(an unamed phylogeneticallydiscrete group ofemale$. New generic
combinatios involve moving dl of the specis of Quemayainto Silbopogon; the placerant of
Bruesiella formicariaMann, Glyptometo@ americana Ashmead, Euryaos furtivus Mickel &
Krombein and Aulaaos latior Mickel & Krombein in Brachycistis the asgnment of
Glyptometopa eeka Barks to Colocists and Xeroglypta egegia Mickel & Krombein and
Astigmometopa emginataMickel & Krombein to Glyptaados
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Introduction

The greatest taxommic difficulty with strongly sexually dimorphic waspgroups, as in the
Mutillidae and many merbers of theTiphiidae, is assciating the sees In both of these
families the taxnomy based on males oftaliffers supstantially fran thetaxonomy based
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