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Abstract 

Descriptions and illustrations are given for one new species of Formicaphagus Carriker, 1957 and
two new species of Myrsidea Waterston, 1915 from typical antbirds and ground antbirds from Costa
Rica. They and their type hosts are: Formicaphagus tyrannina ex Cercomacra tyrannina
(Thamnophilidae), Myrsidea mcleannani ex Phaenostictus mcleannani (Thamnophilidae) and
Myrsidea klimesi ex Formicarius analis (Formicariidae). These are the first records of Myrsidea
from members of the passerine families Thamnophilidae and Formicariidae. Records of two other
known louse species, one of Formicaphagus and one of Machaerilaemus Harrison, 1915, both from
thamnophilid hosts, are also discussed. 
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Int roduction

Typical antbirds (Thamnophili dae) and ground antbirds (Formicariidae) are bird families
comprised of relatively high numbers of species. Thirty of the 272 known species of these
two families occur in Costa Rica (Stiles and Skutch 1989). Despite this fact, data
concerning their chewing lice are scarce and incomplete. Only five species of chewing lice
have been reported from five thamnophilid and formicariid hosts from Costa Rica (Price &
Clayton 1994, 1995, 1997; Price et al. 2002).


