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A history of systematic studies of the bees of Cuba
(Insecta: Hymenoptera, Anthophila)

JULIO A. GENARO
York University, Department Biology, 4700 KeeleSreet, Toronto, ON,M3J 1P3, Canada.

Abstract

A meticulous seah was made for papers relatedXoban bees to define the historical context and
periods in which studies 6thei taxanomy ard natural history have occured Systematicstudies of

this group o insectsbegan230 yeas a®. Sud studies are diviled into several stagesEuropean
(1763-1896), Nath American (18961944), consolidatio and curent (1944—presen}. | present
the curent state D knowledge of natual hisbry of Cuban bees, he status b the main
entomaogical collections in the coutrand experience in @use of beesas pollinators irCuba.
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Resumen

Se efectud una bisqueda minuciosaehistrabajos relacionados con las abeja€dba, en cada
contexto hitérico, para definilas etapaporla quehan paadolos estudios dehistoria naturalLos
estudios sisteméaticosle este gmpo de inseats comezara 230 afios aas. Ests, esté divididos
en vaias etapas: eapea(1763-1896), norteammicana (1886-1944), de consolidacion y actual
(1944—presente). Se presentl estadoactual dé conocimieo de la historia natural, las
caracteristicas de las principales colecciones entomesdgiexperiencia en la utilizacion de las
abejas com polinizadores.

Palabras claves: abejas, Hymmoptera historia estudds taondmicos, historia natural,
colecciones, Cuba.
Introduction

Bees ants ad wasps are incded in he order menoptera ad with the Coleoptera,
Lepidoptera and Dipteréorm the four most numerus arm diversegroups of insects. The
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