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Revision of the genuChordodeqGordiida, Nematomorpha) from
Africa. Il. Ultrastructural redescription of C. africanus
Sciacchitano, 1933C. hawkeri Camerano 1902 C. sandoensis
Sciacchitano 1937 C. schoutedeniSciacchitano 1933 and
reinterpretation of Chordodes butensiSciacchitano, 1937
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Abstract

We reinvestigate five African species the gens Chadodesin order to cerfy the taxonomic
descriptions andrerify the species statu®y scanning electron microscgpwe demonstrate
characteristic cuticular patterns for the spe€ibardodes afri@anus C. hawkeri, C. sandoensis and
C. schoutedeniThe fifth speciesC. butenss, is syronymized with C. africanus because no
differences were detected.
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Introduction

The genusChadodes is the largest accoding to species numberswith approximatet 90
speciesdescribel to date $chmidt-Rhaea 202). Almost all species weréound in
tropical am subtiopical regions and the mahostsare praying mantids (Schmit-Rhaesa
& Ehrmann 2001) The cuticle of Chardodesis much nore diverse than in the other
nematomoph genera, it is structurday so-called areoles, faich are dfferently structured
elevatbns. Several fges occurring abudantly in Chardodes species have been named,
among hem the so-called crowned areole as the charateristic type for the geus
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