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Bat-parasitic Cimexspecies (Hemiptera: Cimicidae) on the Balkan
Peninsula, with zoogeographicatemarks onCimex lectularius
Linnaeus
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Abstract

The destption of a new CimexspeciesC. emarginatus, and firg recordsof bat-parasiticCimex
species on the Balkan Peninsidee presented. Térarity of the finding and possitd reasoss for
the absence d@imex lectulariuon bats in the Mediterranearea ae discussed.
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Introduction

Eight of the nhe Palearctic speciaf the genuLCimexare parasitic o bats; six of them
are obligatory bat parasit@dsinger 186; Péricartl996; Vinokurov & Karyukova 19%).
Up to now ro Cimexbat parasitedavebeen recordifrom the Balkan Peinsula, despite
intense investigaths a1 bats ad their parasitesin southeastern Wope (Benda&
Horatek 1998; Hanak et al. 2001; Benda et al. 2003 u@eal. 2003).

Material and methods

Since 197 we hae urdertken a systematic assessment of the batafmof Bulgariaand
adjacemn areas m Romania and Greec®ats captred by a variety of methds were
seartied fa bat parasites; moréan 20.000 individuals d 30 bat species were inspected
for heteiopteran parasites die genuCimex Furtthermore, bat rots in caves, buildings,
ard hollow trees weg surveya ard searchd for parasitesCollected bugs were stockdry

or in 70% ethanal For karyological studiespgecimenswere fixed in a 3:1mixture of 95%
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