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Abstract

We describe a new genuSracilidris Wild & Cuezzogen. nov.,and a new specie§. pombero

Wild and Cuezzap. nov.,of dolichoderine ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae: Dolichoderinae) from
Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina based on the worker caste. These ants are morphologically similar
to the extinctGracilidris humilioides(Wilson 1985)comb. nov, known from a single Dominican
amber fossil, that we redescribe and transf@rtcilidris from LinepithemaMayr.
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Introduction

The known richness of the South American ant fauna has increased substantially over the
past two decades following the development of specialized collecting protocols (e.qg.,
Agosti et al. 2000). Tropical wet forests have received the bulk of the recent sampling
effort, but arid and semi-arid areas of South America remain relatively undersampled.
These drier habitats have potential to yield a similar increase in ant diversity, including
some older lineages of substantial phylogenetic importance. Here we report one such
example, a discovery of extant populations of an undescribed dolichoderine taxon known
previously from a single fossil specimen in Dominican Amber. In the present paper we
describe a new genus and a new extant species based on the worker caste and propose a
new combination for the fossil specigsepithema humilioide8Nilson).
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