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MicrochironomusKieffer from China (Diptera: Chironomidae)
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Abstract

The genusMicrochironomusKieffer from China is reviewed and one new spedéscavus is
described and illustrated on the basis of the nMdilerochironomus tabarufasa is recorded for the
first time from ChinaMicrochironomus tenefKieffer) andM. deribae(Freeman) from China are
redescribed. A world key to males is givelRarachironomus trisetifeiHashimotoet al is
transferred to the genuidicrochironomus andMicrochironomus clarilatusGuha & Chaudhuri is
transferred to the gen@®micryptochironomus
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Introduction

The genusMicrochironomusis a member of thélarnischia complex. The genus was
erected by Kieffer (1918) as a subgenu€hfronomusMeigen, withChironomus lendli
(Kieffer) as its type species. The genus was reviewed by Seether (1977), who recognized
four species in the genus. To date, the genus is comprised of nine species worldwide, of
which several are widely distributed. Six species have been recorded from the Palaearctic
Region, three from the Afrotropical Region, three from the Oriental Region, one from the
Australasian Region, and one from the Nearctic Region; no species have been recorded
from the Neotropical Region (Freemah al 1980, Cranstort al 1989, Oliveret al
1990, Sasat al 1995, Spiest al 1996, Seetheast al. 2000, Chaudhuet al 2001).

Wanget al. (1977) recorded\. tener (Kieffer) asCryptochironomus teneKieffer
from China. Later, Wangt al. (1991) transferred it to the genMs$crochironomus Wang
et al (1977) erroneously recordéttyptochironomus chlorostolugieffer) from China.
The specimens proved to belongMo deribae(Freeman), a species recorded as new to
China by Wanget al. (1991). Thus, up to now, two speciedMi€rochironomushave been
recorded from China (Wang 2000).
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