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A new termite species from Iran,Microcerotermes shahroudiensis
sp. nov. (Isoptera: Termitidae)
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Abstract

MicrocerotermesSilvestri is a cosmopolitan genus and is distributed in all zoogeographical regions,
with the exception of the Nearctic. During the study of Iranian termite fauna, speciniitsauf
erotermeswere collected from Shahroud, Iran. Morphological studies indicated that specimens
belonged to a new species. This species comes clodégrozerotermes varaminicushayourfar,

but soldiers differ in possessing darker head-capsule and distinct postclypeus demarcated from
frons.
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Introduction

The termite genullicrocerotermesSilvestri is cosmopolitan and distributed in all zoogeo-
graphical regions, except the Nearctic. Several species of the genus have been reported
from Iran and its adjacent countriddicrocerotermes diversuSilvestri from Mesopota-

mia (Silvestri, 1920), Iran (Weidner, 1960) and Saudi Arabia (Harris, 18B64)uettikeri
Chhotani and Bosrom Saudi Arabia (Chhotani & Bose, 1979) and Iran (Ghayourfar &
Esmaili, 1993); M. gabrielis Weidner from Iran (Weidner, 1955) and Saudi Arabia
(Badawi et al, 1982); M. baluchistanicusAhmad, M. sakesarensisshmad, M. longig-
nathusAhmad, M. prochampioniAhmad,M. chaudhryiAkhtar, M. lahorensisAkhtar, M.

maliki Akhtar and M. pakistanicusAkhtar from Pakistan (Ahmad, 1955; Akhtar, 1974).
Several species dflicrocerotermeshave been reported from Iran. Ghayourfar (2000)
reported M. chhotaniGhayourfarM. turkestanicud.uppova andVl. pakistanicusrom

Iran. In the current study, specimens collected from Shahroud (Ghaderabad village), Sem-

Accepted by S. Kambhampati:13 May 2005; published: 28 Jun. 2005 39

g



