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Abstract

Moraria hudsonin. sp. is described from Trails End Bay in Lake Michigan and Prentiss Bay in
Lake Huron, Michigan, USA. The new species differs from its congeners in chaetotaxy, body orna-
mentation, and other characters. We review published records of members ofMoraria from North
and Central America; no species is known from South America. Species of this genus have been
found in the mountains of southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras, but none of these has been
validly described. In North America, eight species have been recorded from Alaska, Canada, and
the conterminous USA as far south as North Carolina. We report new geographical records ofM.
affinis from Virginia, and of bothM. cristataandM. virginiana from Maryland and Virginia. We
provide a tabular key to aid in identification of the named species ofMoraria in North America.
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Introduction

In collections from the Laurentian Great Lakes made by Patrick L. Hudson and associates
of the Great Lakes Science Center at Ann Arbor, Michigan, there appeared a species of the
harpacticoid copepod genusMoraria that could not be attributed to any presently known
taxon in the genus. We describe the new species and compare it to congeners.

The taxonomic literature on this genus is widely scattered and there is no recent revi-
sion. We review records ofMoraria from North and Central America, and discuss the
known geographical distributions and habitats of all the named North American species.
To aid readers, references to the original descriptions of the taxa mentioned are provided,
although some of these articles are not cited directly in the text.


