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CeratobarysCoquillett (Diptera: Chloropidae)
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Abstract

Elachiptera cultratasp. nov. is described from the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. This species is most
similar to the northern Neotropical speciesattenuata/Adams), except for the shape of the arista

and the male genitalia. The monotypic geGasatobaryds synonymized witlElachipterg and its

type specie<. eulophuglLoew) transferred t&lachipteraasE. eulophuscomb. nov. The only
morphological character that distinguishes the two genera is the presence of a long, apical, hind-tib-
ial spur inCeratobarys Although this character defines some apparently monophyletic genera of
Chloropidae, its presence and size are subject to homoplasy in other genera. The presence of a small
hind-tibial spur in some species Blachipterg and the great similarity in other external and geni-

talic characters betwedPeratobarysand some species Bfachipteramakes recognition dfera-
tobarysuntenable.
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Introduction

There are many monotypic genera in the family Chloropidae. Most of these genera are dis-
tinguished by the presence or absence of a particular character that excludes them from
larger, otherwise similar genera. This is problematic for many reasons: in the absence of a
testable phylogenetic hypothesis on chloropid relationships it is often difficult to deter-
mine whether such characters are apomorphic; it is difficult to determine whether recogni-
tion of such genera renders other genera paraphyletic; and these defining characters are
often homoplastic, used to define some genera, but accepted as variable in others.
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