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Abstract

Based on a careful examination of more than 700 herbarium specimens and field investigation, a comprehensive revision of 
the genus Massularia is given. Massularia stevartiana, a new species from Central African Republic, Cameroon and Gabon 
is described and illustrated. The novelty is distinguished from M. acuminata, the only other species previously recognized 
in the genus, by its smaller leaves and flowers. For the two species recognized we provide a morphological description, dis-
tribution, habitat, phenology and IUCN conservation status assessment. Distribution maps and a dichotomous key are also 
provided. 

Abstract (French)

Sur base de l’examen minutieux de plus de 700 spécimens d’herbier et de travaux de terrain, une révision complète du genre 
Massularia est réalisée. Massularia stevartiana, une nouvelle espèce collectée en République Centrafricaine, au Cameroun 
et au Gabon, est décrite et illustrée. Cette nouveauté se distingue de M. acuminata, la seule autre espèce jusqu’alors recon-
nue dans le genre, par ses feuilles et ses fleurs plus petites. Pour les deux espèces reconnues, nous donnons une description 
morphologique, la distribution, l’habitat, la phénologie et l’évaluation du statut de conservation selon l’UICN. Des cartes de 
répartition et une clé d’identification sont également données.
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Introduction

Massularia (K. Schumann 1897 “1891”: 76) Bullock ex Hoyle in Burtt-Davy & Hoyle (1937: 110) is an exclusively 
African genus of the family Rubiaceae. Until now, Massularia was known from a single species, i.e. M. acuminata (G. 
Don 1834: 499) Bullock ex Hoyle. The species was initially described as Gardenia acuminata G. Don (1834: 499). In 
1849, Bentham moved it to the genus Randia Linnaeus (1753: 1192). Schumann (1891) recognized Massularia as one 
of seven section of Randia. Later, Bullock (in Burtt-Davy & Hoyle 1937) separated this section and treated as a new 
genus, Massularia. This new status was confirmed by Keay (1958) in the new edition of Flora of West Tropical Africa. 
The genus was traditionally included in the tribe Gardenieae (Keay 1963, Robbrecht 1988), and this positioning was 
confirmed by recent molecular studies (Andreasen & Bremer 1996, 2000; Robbrecht & Manen 2006), or relegated to 
its own lineage (Mouly et al. 2014).
	 Fieldwork for a survey of Rubiaceae in central Gabon, in 2012 and 2013, lead to the gathering of an interesting 
specimen of Massularia. Examination of literature, type specimens, and specimens conserved in most of main herbaria 
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