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Abstract

Rotala dhaneshiana, a new species of Lythraceae collected from a semi-marshy area of Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kerala, India is described and illustrated. It is closely allied to R. malampuzhensis usually in having trimerous flowers, but
differs in having 4-angled, narrowly winged stems, long epicalyx lobes alternating with sepals, obovate-apiculate petals,
and absence of nectar scales. It resembles R. juniperina, an African species in having trimerous flowers but differs in having
sessile, decurrent-based leaves and sessile pistil.

Key words: Endemic species, Kerala, Myrtales, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary

Introduction

The genus Rotala Linnaeus (1771: 143, 175) (Lythraceae) has tropical and subtropical distribution and is represented
by more than 50 species of aquatic or amphibious plants. Cook (1979) in his revision of the genus recognized 44
species including 19 Indian species. After Cook’s revision, additional species were described from India: Rotala cookii
Joseph & Sivarajan (1988: 143), R. vasudevanii Joseph and Sivarajan (1989: 195), R. malabarica Pradeep et al. (1990:
59), R. andamanensis Mathew & Lakshminarasimhan (1990: 189), R. belgaumensis Yadav et al. (2010: 499), R.
tulunadensis Prasad et al. (2012: 58), R. khaleeliana Sunil et al. (2013: 14), R. meenkulamensis Prasad & Raveendran
(2013a: 105), R. kasaragodensis Prasad & Raveendran (2013b: 451) and Rotala sahyadrica Gaikwad et al. (2013),
summing up 29 species of Rotala in India, of which 24 are from Peninsular India.

During a recent floristic exploration in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala, India interesting specimens
belonging to the genus Rotala were collected. Critical study and analysis revealed that they are distinct from the
hitherto known taxa of the genus and are described here as a new species.

Taxonomy

Rotala dhaneshiana Sunil, Ratheesh & Sivadasan, sp. nov. Type:—INDIA. Kerala: Wayanad District, Muthanga
Range of Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, Maragadha, semi-marshy area, 900 m, 18 September 2012, Sunil & Ratheesh
Narayanan 2211 (holotype CAL!, isotypes MH!, TBGT!). Figures 1 & 2.

Rotala dhaneshiana resembles R. malampuzhensis in having decussate leaves and usually trimerous flowers, but differs in having 4-angled

stems, prominent long epicalyx lobes, obovate, apiculate petals, and absence of nectar scales.
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MSSH 4212 (Community Agrobiodiversity Centre (CAbC)-MS Swaminathan Research Foundation Herbarium,
Wayanad!).
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