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Abstract

Recent morphological and phenological data support recognition of Abies jaliscana (Martínez) Mantilla, A. Vázquez & 
Shalisko at the species level. A key to distinguish A. jaliscana from other species of Abies in western Mexico is provided.

Keywords: Abies durangensis, Abies flinckii, Abies guatemalensis, Abies religiosa, Sierra de Cacoma, Sierra de Cuale, 
Jalisco

Resumen

Datos morfológicos y fenológicos recientes apoyan el reconocimiento de Abies jaliscana (Martínez) Mantilla, Shalisko 
& A. Vázquez en la categoría de especie. Se proporciona una clave para distinguir A. jaliscana de otras especies de 
Abies en el occidente de México. 

Introduction

Abies Miller (1754: 11) is represented in western Mexico by two sections: Grandis Engelmann (1878: 596) and Oiamel 
Franco (1950: 10). The only Abies species from western México belonging to section Oiamel, as defined by Farjon 
(1990, 2010), is A. religiosa (Kunth 1817: 5) Schlechtendal & Chamisso (1830: 77), a species widespread in the 
mountains of Mexico and possibly Guatemala (Farjon & Filer, 2013). Populations from Nevado de Colima were 
described as A. colimensis Rushforth & Narave in Rushforth (1989: 105), but this species was not recognized by 
McVaugh (1992), Eckenwalder (2009), or by Farjon (2010), who consider this species to be a synonym of A. religiosa. 
Subsequently, these populations were treated as A. religiosa var. colimensis (Rushforth & Narave) Silba (2000: 20) and 
A. religiosa subsp. colimensis (Rushforth & Narave) Silba (2008: 44). 
	 Section Grandis as defined by Farjon & Rushforth (1989) is characterized by long and relatively narrow leaves, 
with an obtuse, acute or emarginate apex, narrow cylindrical cones up to 12 cm long with a mostly obtuse apex, and 
green or olive (rarely bluish) during the growing season; ratio of cone length to width is usually between 2.5 and 3; 
seed bracts are included to barely exserted with small cusps, and by slender and conical cone rachis. Section Grandis 
in western Mexico include Abies flinckii Rushforth (1989: 101) and A. durangensis Martínez (1948: 77), the latter 
ranging from the Sierra Madre Occidental of eastern Sonora and western Chihuahua south to northern Jalisco (Pérez 
de la Rosa, 1987, Vázquez-García et al., 2004). Abies flinckii is restricted to mesic subtropical mountains in Jalisco 
and Michoacán. Before the work of Rushforth Abies populations on the seaward-facing slopes in western Jalisco were 
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